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ABRIDGMENT OF THAT EMINENT PATRIOT 
Mr. JOHN TRENCHARD’s 
MISTORY OF STANDING ARMIES IN ENGLAND. 


[ Concluded. | 


——— 


ABRIDGMENT, &c. 


When the convention met, they refolved upon twenty-eight 
afticles, as the preliminaries upon which they would difpofe of 
the crown ; but this defign dwindled into a declaration of our 
rights, which was in thirteen articles, and the moft confider- 
able ; viz. That the rifing and keeping up a ftanding army in times 
of peace is contrary to law, had tagged to it thefe words, with- 
out authority of parliament; as if their confent would make it 
lefs dangerous, or parliament could make an aét legal if fub- 
verfive of the conftitution. ‘This made the Jacobites fay in 
thofe early days, that fome evil counfellors defigned to play the 
fame game again of a ftanding army. 

But in Ireland, though our army could do nothing, yet the 
militia of the country, almoft without arms or cloaths, per- 
formed miracles, witnefs that memorable fiege of Londonderry, 
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the defeat of general Mackarty, who was entrenched in a bog 
with ten thoufand regular troops, and attacked by fifteen hun- 
dred Innifkilling men, defeated, himfelf made prifoner, and 
three thoufand of his men killed ; and a great many other gal- 
lant ations they performed, for which they were difmiffed by 
Kirk with fcorn and ignominy, and moft of their officers left 
to ftarve. 

It not being the purpofe of this difcourfe, I thall omit giving 
any account of the conduét of our fleet during this war, how - 
few advantages we reaped by it, and how many opportunities 
we loft of deftroying the French ; only thus much I will ob- 
ferve, that though a great part of it may be attributed to the 
negligence, ignorance, or treachery of inferior officers, yet it 
could not fo univerfally happen through the whole courfe of 
the war, and unpunifhed too, notwithftanding the clamours of 
the merchants, and repeated complaints in parliament, unlefs 
the caufe had laid deeper: what. that is,"I fhall not prefume 
to enquire; but I am fure there has been a very ill argument 
drawn from it ; viz. That a fleet is no fecurity to us. 

As foon as the peace was made, his majefty difcharged a 
great part of the foreign forces; and an advertifement was ~ 
publifhed in the Gazette, that ten regiments fhould be forth- 
with difbanded ; and we are told, as foon as it was done, that 
more fhould follow their example. But thefe refolutions, it 
feems, were altered, and the modifh language was, that we 
muft keep up a ftanding army. mt 

The houfe had not fata weck but this matter came to be . 
debated ; and the queftion in the committee was, Whether alt 
forces raifed fince the year 80 foould be difhanded ?- which was 
carried in the affirmative, the court being not able to bring it 
to a divifion, and the next day when it was reported, they did 
Not attempt to fet afide the vote, but to recommit it, upon pre- 
tence it tied the king to the old Tory regiments (though by the. 
way none of thofe regiments have been finct difbanded) and 
fome faid they thought the forces in 8000 many. But. let 
what will be their reafons, it was carriéd againft them by a 

majority 
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majority of 37, the affirmatives being 185, and the nega- 
tives 148. 

This was a thorough victory, and required great fkill and 
addrefs to retrieve ; fince by the rules of the houfe they could 
not fet afide the former vote dircétly, they would try to do it 
by a fide wind, which was by moving, that directions might 
be given to the committee of ways and means to confider of a 
fupply for guards and garrifons; but the other fide, to obviate 
this, offered thefe words as an amendment; viz. According to 
the vote of the 11th of December. This matter was much la- 
boured, and the gentlemen that were againft the army explained 
themfelves, and declared they were not for obliging the king to 
the regiments in 80, but that they infifted only on the number, 
and he might choofe what regiments he pleafed. By this means 
they carried it, but not without great oppofition. But all this 
advantage would not fatisfy the army-gentlemen; for in the 
committee they endeavoured again to fet afide the vote, by moy- 
ing for a fum of 500,o00 pounds per annum for guards and 
garrifons, without naming any certain number (which would 
have maintained above 20,000 ) but this could not be carried ; 
therefore they came to a fort of compofition to have but 10,000, 
whereof a great number were to be horfe and dragoons; and 
the fum given to maintain them was 350,000], but notwith- 
ftanding this they moved afterwards for 3000 marines (alledg- 
ing that thefe were not a land-force, but a water- force ) which 
was carried. 

Here I will beg leave to obferve one thing, that nothing 
would fatisfy the courtiers at the beginning of the winter but to 
have the forces eftablifhed by the parliament, and upon other 
terms they would not accept them ; and in all companies faid» 
that any minifter that advifed the king to keep them up other- 
wife, or any officer that continued his commiflion, ought to be 
attainted of high treafon. 

Thus what our courts for above a thoufand years together 
had never effrontery enough to afk ; what the pentioner pariia- 
ment could not think of without aftonifhment; what king 
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James's parliament {that was almoft chofen by himfelf) could 
not hear debated with patience ; we are likely to have the ho- 
nour of eftablifhing in our own age, even under a deliverance. 

Now we will examine how far they have complied with the 
refolutions of the houfe of commons. Having fo far gained 
upon the firft vote by the means before-related, it was not eafy 
to be imagined but they would nicely perform the reft, without 
any art or evafion; but inftead of this, they reformed a cer- 
tain number of men out of every troop and company, and kept, 
up all the officers, who are the moft effential and chargeable 
part of an army, the private foldiers being to be raifed again in 
a few days whenever they pleafe. This is fuch a difbanding as 
every officer would have made in his company for his private ad- 
vantage, and always did in Charles the fecond’s time, and even 
in this reign when they were not in aCtion: fo that all the ef- 
fect of fucha reform is to hinder the officers from falfe mufters, 
and fave the pay of a few common foldiers. 

But this would not fatisfy the people, and therefore they dif- 
banded fome regiments of horfc, foot, and dragoons, and 
thought of that profound expedient of fending a great many more 
to Ireland ; as if our grievance was not the fear of being en- 
flaved by them, but left they fhould fpend their money among 
us. [am forry the nation is grown fo contemptible in thefe 
gentlemens opinions, as to think that they can remove our fears 
of a ftanding army, by fending them threefcore miles off, from 
whence they may recall them upon a few days notice. [It is a’ 
common policy among arbitrary princes often to fhift their fol- 
diers quarters, left they fhould contract friendfhip among the 
natives, and by degrees fall into their intereft. 

This projeét of fending men to Ireland was fo tranfparent, that 
‘they durft not rely upon it; and therefore they told us, that as 
faftas money could be got, they would difband more regiments. 
The people were in great expectation when it would be done, 
and feveral times it was taken notice of in parliament ; and the 
courtiers always affured them that nothing hindered it but the 
want of money to pay them off. 
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At laft the parliament rofe, and inftead of difbanding they 
brought over a great many foreign regiments, and fent them to 
Ireland, as well as three more Englith ones. Buteven all this 
would net bring their army in England down to ten thoufand 
men ; fo that they made another reform, and fince have incor- 
porated the officers of the difbanded regiments in Ireland into 
the ftanding troops, by which means they have got an army of 
officers: whereas ‘if thefe gentlemen defign their army to de- 
fend us againft a fudden invafion, in my poor opinion they 
fhould have kept up the private foldiers, and difbanded all the 
officers but fuch as are juft neceffary to exercife them ; for offi- 
ecrs will be always ready to accept good employments,’ whereas 
the private foldiers will be very difficultly lifted again in a new 
war, though we all know they are eafily to be got together when 
they are only to infult their countrymen. \ 

One good effect of this army has already appeared ; for I 
prefume every body has heard how prevailing an argument it 
was inthe late elections, That if we chofe fuch a man, we 
foall be free from quarters: and I with this argument does not 
every day grow ftronger. Nay, who knows but in another reign 
the corporations may he told, that his majefty expeéts they will 
choofe the officers of the army, and the parliament be told, 
that he expeéts they will maintain them? 

If the Prince of Orange, in his declaration, inftead of telling 
us that we fhall be fettled upon fuch a foundation that there 
fhall be no danger of our falling again into flavery, and that he 
would fend back all his forces as foon as that was done, had 
promifed us, that after an eight years war (which would leave 
usin debt near twenty millions ) we fhould have a ftanding ar- 
my eftablithed, a great many of which fhould be foreigners, I 
believe few men would have thought fuch a revolution worth 
the hazard of their lives and eftates: but his mighty foul was 
above fuch abject thoughts as thefe ; his declaration was hig 
own, thefe paltry defigns are our undertakers, who would fhel- 
ter. their own oppreffion under his facred name. % 

I would willingly know, whether the late king James could 

have 































SS SS SS 


eee 








~— : . — > 5a mt ~ 
eS eo = cas ——— Se wn s, 
Saaee =a —_— unk | 
SR TRIER SS aR < 





ee meee tenet 





( 6 ) 


have enflaved us but by ari army? and whether there is any way 
of fecuring us from falling again into flavery but by difbanding 
them? It-was in that fenfe I tnderftood his Majefty’s declara- 
tion, arid therefore did early take up arms for him, as ] 
fhall be always ready to do. It was this alone which made his 
affaftance neceflary to us, otherwife we had wanted none but 
the hangman’s. . 

I will venture to fay, that if this army does not make us 
flaves, we are the only people upon earth, in fuch circumftances, 
that ever efcaped it with the fourth part, of their number. 
It isa greater force than Alexander conquered the eaft with, 
than Ceafar had in his conqueft of Gaul, or indeed the whole 
Roman empire ; double the number that any of our anceftors 
ever invaded France with, Agefilaus the Perfians, or Huniades 
and Scanderbeg the Turkith empire ; as many again as was in 
any battle between the Dutch and Spaniards in forty years war, 
or betwixt the king and parliament ; four times as many as the 
Prince of Orange landed with in England; and in thort, as ma- 
ny as hath been on both fides in nine battles of ten that were 
ever fought in the world. If this army does not enflave us, it 
is barely becaufe we have a virtuous prince that will not attempt 
it; and it isa moft miferable thing to have no other fecurity 
for our liberty, than the will of a man, though the moft juft 
man living ; for that 1s not a free government where thereis a 
good prince ( for even the moft arbitrary governments have had 
fometimes a relaxation of their miferies ) but where it is fo con- 
flituted, that na one can be a tyrant if he would. Cicero fays, 
though a mafter does not tyrannize, yet it is a lamentable con- 
fideration that it is in his power to do fo; and therefore fuch a 
power is to be trufted to none, which if it does not find a ty- 
rant, commonly makes one; and if not him, to be fure a fuc- 


_ ceflor. 


Jf any one, during the reign of Charles II. when thofe that 
were called Whigs, with a noble {pirit of liberty, both in the 
Parliament Houfe and in private. companies, oppofed a few 
guards as badges of tyranay, a deftruction to our conftitution, 
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and the foundations of a ftanding army, I fay, if any fhould 
have told them that a deliverer fhould come and refcue them 
from the oppreftion under which they then laboured ; that France 
by atedious and confumptive war, fhould be reduced to half 
the power it then had; and even at that time they should not 
only be paffive, but ufe their utmeft intereft, and diftort their 
reafon to find out arguments for keeping up fo vaft, an army, 
and make the abufes of which they had been all their lives 
complaining, precedents to juftify thofe proceedings ; whoever 
would have told them this, muft have been very regardlefs of 
his reputation, and been thought to have had a great deal of ill 
nature. But the truth is, we have lived in anage of miracles, 
and there is nothing fo extravagant that we may not expect to 
fet, when furly patriots grow fervile flatterers, old common- 
wealthfmen declare for the prerogative, and admirals for the 
fleet. 

Toconclude, we have a wife and virtuous prince*, who has 
always endeavoured to pleafe his people by taking thofe men 
into his councils, which they have recommended to him by 
theirown choice: and when their intereft has declined, he has 
gratified the nation by turning them out. I would therefore 
give this feafonable advice to thofe who were once called Whigs, 
that the way to preferve their intereft with his majefty, is to 
keep it with the people; that their old friends will not defert 
them till they defert their country ; which when they do, they 
will be left to their own proper merits. And though I am not 
much given to believing prophecies, yet I dare be a prophet for 
once, and foretel, that then they will meet with the fate of 
king Phys and king Uth, in the Rehearfal, Their new mafters. 
witl turn them off, and nobody elfe will take them. 


* Wirriam ITI. 
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A NEW SONG, 
(To the old Tune of “ God fave the King.) 


To be fung by the Carrefponding Society, and the Friends of 
Liberty, at their Grand Meeting. 


Gop fend each Nation Peace, 


May they victorious ceafe, sig 
Who in defence ee 
Of Liberty has fought, 


And has triumphant brought 
Into tyrannic Courts, 
Freedom once more. 





Let each example lead 
Britons to valiant deeds, 
i Worthy our praife ; 
dt ‘ 
i Rear up the glorious caufe, ad 
he Down with defpotic laws, 
7 | Let us no longer paufe, ie 
f God will preferve. . 
bs ‘ 
No longer ina@tive fleep, ge 
Tyrants already weep, ta 
Freedom’s our Right. vi 
Down with Corruption’s fway, ar 
Freedom points out the way, w 
Virtue dictates my lay, w 
God fave the Caufe. ti 
The Banners of Reafon fpready * 
And by Liberty led, re 
Let us advance. w 
Afferting our glorious claims, is 
Free from all Courtly Chains, o 
Jove will direét our aims, uM 
MAN SHALL BE FREE. 
di sro 








